 PENSTLYANIA, 


"Granted by King C 


HARLES. II. in the Fourteenth Year 
of his Reign. 


Prima pars Patentium de Anno Regni Regis CaRoL1 Setundi Triceſimo Tertis. 


© | ot j CH 


© Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. Whereas Our 

truſty and well-beloved ſubject William Penn, 
Eſquire, Son and Heir of Sir William Penn, deceaſed, 
out of commendable defire to inlarge Our Engliſh 
empire, and promote ſuch. uſeful commodities as 
may be of benefit to Us, and Our dominions ; as alſo 
to reduce the ſavage natives, by gentle and juſt 
manners, to the love of civil Society, and chriſtian 
religion, hath humbly beſought leave of Us t {- 
port an am 


cultivated and platited ; and hath likewiſe humbly 
beſought Our Royal 
firm Mie ſaid county. 
Jurifdictions requiſite for ; 
afety of the ſaid Country and Colony, to bim and 
his heirs, for ever; Know . That We, 
fayouring the petition and good pnrpoſe 
William Penn, in having regard to the me 
merits of his late father, in divers ſervices, an | 
' ticularly to his conduct, courage and diſcretion, un- 
der Our deareſt brother James J 15 of Vork, in that 
n 


with certain privileges and 


ſignal battle and victory fou d obtained againſt 
the Dutch Fleet, commanded by the Heere Van 
'Obdam, in the year one thouſand fix hundred and 
<ixty-five ; in conſideration thereof, of Our ſpecial 
ce, certain Knowledge, and mere motion, have 
given. and granted, and * Our preſent Charter, 
for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſlors, de give and grant, 
unto the ſaid Sir William Penn, his Heirs and Alſigns, 
all that tract or part of land in America, with all 
the Iſlands therein contained, as the ſame is bounded. 

n the Eaſt by Delaware-river, from twelve miles 
diſtance Northwards of Newcaſtle Town, unto the 
three and fortieth degree of Northern latitude, if the 
ſaid river doth extend fo far Northwards ; but if the 


ſaid river ſhall not extend fo far Northwards, then 
we the faid river ſo far as it doth extend; and from 
the 


head of the ſaid river the Eaſtern bounds are to 


be determined by a Meridian line, to be drawn from 
the head of the faid river unto the ſaid three and 
; the ſaid lands to extend Weſtward ; 
longitude, to be computed from the 


fortieth degree 
five degrees in | 
aid Eaſternbounds ; and the ſaid lands to be bounded 
on the North by the beginning of the three and for- 
tieth de of Northern latifude, and on the South 


vy a circle drawn at twelre miles diſtance from New- | 


- 


le Colony unto a, certain, Cantry here- | 
in after deſcribed, in the parts of America not_yet | 


Majeſty to give, grant, and con- 
the good government and 


of the ſaid 


Folge 
bours, bays, waters, rivers, iſles and inlets 


| HARLESthe Secend, &c. toall to whom theſe caſtle Northwards and Weſtwards, unto the begin- 


ing of the fortieth degree of Northern latitude; and 
then by a ſtrait line Weftwards to the limits of lon- 
gitude aboye-mentioned. We do alſo give and grant 
unto the ſaid William Penn, his Heirs and Aſſigns, 
the free and undiſturbed uſe, and continuance in, and 
into, and out of, all and ſingular Ports, har- 
ong - 
ing unto, or leading to and from the country ar 
iſlands aforeſaid, and all the ſoil, lands, fields, 
woods, underwoods, mountains, hills, fens, ies, 
lakes, rivers, waters, rivulets, bays, and inlets, 
lituate and being within or belonging unto the li- 
mits and bounds aforeſaid ; together with the fiſh 
of all forts of fiſh, whales, ſturgeens, and all ro 
and other fiſhes in the ſea, bays, inlets, waters, or 
rivers within the premiſes, and the fiſh therein 
taken; and allo all veins, mines, quarries, as well 
diſcovered as not diſcovered, of gold, filver, gems, 
and precious ſtones, and all other whatſoever, beit 
ſtones, metals, or of any other thing or matter what- 
ſoever, found or to be found within the country, 
iſles or limits aforeſaid ; and him the ſaid William 
Penn, his Heirs and Aſſigns, We do by this Our Royal 
Charter, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, make, 
create, and conſtitute the true and abſolute Propri- 
etaries of the ſaid country aforeſaid, and of all other 
the premiſes ; ſaving always, to Us, Our Heirs and 
Succeflors, the faith and alleginven of the ſaid Wil- 
liam Penn, his Heirs and Aſſigns, and of all other 
the proprietaries, tenants, and inhabitants, that are 
and ſhall be within the territories and precincts afore- 
ſaid ; and ſaving alſo unto Us, Our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, the Sovereignty of the aforeſaid country; to 
have, hold, poſleſs, and enjoy the ſaid tract of land, 
country, ifles, inlets, and other the premiſes, unto 
the ſaid William Penn, his Heirs and Aſſigns, to the 
only proper ule and behoof of the {aid William Penn, 
bis Heirs and Aſſigns, for ever; to be holden of U 
Our Heirs and Succeſſors, Kings of England, as 
Our Caſtle of Windſor, in Our county of Berks, in 
free and common ſoccage, by fealty only, for all 
ſervices, and not is capite, or by Knights ſervice 
yielding and paying therefore to Us, Gur Heirs an 
Jucce ors, two beaver-ſkins, to be delivered at Our 
ſaid Caſtle of Windſor, on the firſt day of January 
in every year; and alſo the fifth part of all gold 
and ſilver ore, which ſhall from time to time happen 


A 
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22 being, of Us, Our Heirs and ſuc ceſſors: 
if any of the ſaid lawe, within fix munths after 
that they hall be ſo tran{mitted and delivered, be 
Us; Our Heirs and Succeſſors, in @ur 

oper. Their Privy Council, inconſiſtent with the ſove- 
rei or lawful prerogative of Us, Our Heirs or 
ors, or contrary to the faith or allegiance 
due b omg government of this realm, from the 
fad William benn, or his Heirs, or of the planters 
and inhabitants of the faid — ; and that there- 
any of the ſaid laws he adjudged and da- 

ared to be void Us, Our Heirs or Succeflors, 
under Our or their Privy Seal; that then and from 
thenceforth ſuch laws, concerning which ſuch judg- 
ment and declaration ſhall be made, ſhall become 
void z otherwiſe the ſaid laws ſo tranſmitted ſhall re- 
main and ſtand in full force, according to the true 
antent and meaning thereof. Furthermore, that 
this new Colony may the more happily - encreaſe by 
the, multitude of people reſorting thither, therefore 
We, for Us, Our Heirs and. Succeſfors, do give and 
t by theſe © my — power, licence, and li- 

ty, unto all the liege people und ſubjects, both 
proſent and fature, of Us, Our Heirs and ducceſ- 
rs, (excepting thoſe who ſhall be ſpecially forbid - 
den) to tranſport themſelves and families unto the 
faid country, with ſuch convenient ſhipping as, by 
the laws of this Our kingdom of England, they ought 
to uſe, and with fitting proviſions,” paying only the 
cuſtoms thereof. due, and there to ſettle themſelves, 
dwell: and inhahit, and plant for the public and their 
own private advantage. And furthermore, that 
our ſubjects may be the rather encouraged to under- 
Take this 
know yr, That We, of Our ſpecial grace, certain 
„and mere motion, do give and grant, by 

virtue. of theſe preſents, as well unta the fad Wil- 
lim Penn, and his Heirs, as well to all oth: rs, who 
ſhall; from time to time, ir unto the ſaid coun» 
try with a purpoſe to inhabit there, er to trade with 
the natives of the ſaiĩd country, full licence to lade 
8 Mi an ports whatſoever, of Us, Our 


and $uccefiors, wa oF 1108 Hong the laws made, 
ar to he made, within our king — 
into tho ſaid: country, by them, their ſervants or 


and all other things whatſozver necet- 
ſary fon food dr clothing, not prohibited hy the 
laus and ſtatutes of Our kingdoms à. id do:ninions to 
be carried out of the fuid kingiloms, wh tiout any 
-lett or maleſtation.of Us, Our Heirs and Succeſlors, 
2 Heir of Us, Our Heirs and Sueceſſors; 
nu ving always to Us, Ong Heirs and Succeflbrs; the 
me, and other duties and 
any la wor ſtatute due, oi: to be due, to Us, Our Heirs 
*or-. Succefſars: | Aud, we do ferther for Us, Our 
Heirs gut ceſtors, giue and grant unto the ſnid 
on, his Heirs and ne, free and ab- 
ol ute powefrto divide the fait: country ant iſlands 
into towns, hundreds, and counties, ar:dbtoerect.and 
rate towns into boroughs, anal boronghsent-: 
Kies, and make aud conttitute tairs and mkess 


ition with ready and cheartul minds, 


a 
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— 


aſſigns, to t rt all and ſingular their goods, 
— — no zalikewiſe all forts k. Yam 


to the contra 


[point unc ordain, and 


| 


— | 0 * . 7 
therein, with al other convenient privileges and im · 
muni ies, according to the meritoſ thein nabitants, and 
the fitneſs of the places, and to do ali and every ther 
thing and things touching the premiſes, Which to 
him or them 1 ſeem meet and requiſite, albeit 
they be ſuch as of their own nature might otherwise 
require a more eipecial commandment and warrant 
than in theſe preſents is expreſſedd. We will alſo, and 
bytheſe preſents for Us, OurHeirs and Sueceſſors, We 
do give and grant licence by this Our Charter, unto 
the ſaid William Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, and 
to all the inhabitants and dwellers in ihe None 


aforeſaid, both preſent and to come, to 3 or 


unlade, by themfelves, or their ſervants, ors er 
ae, all merchandize and goods whatſoever, as 
ſhallarife of the fruits and commodicies of the 1aid 
Province, either by land or fea, into any the ports 
of Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, in our kingdom of 
England, and not into any other country whatſo- 
ever; and We give him full power to diſpoſe of the 
ſaid goods in the ſaid ports, and if it need be, within 
One year next after the unlading of the ſame, to 
lade the ſaid merchandizes and goods again into the 
fame or other ſhips, and to export the ſame into any 
other countries either of Our dominions or foreign, 
according to law: provided always, that the 21 
ſuch cuſtoms and impoſitione, ſubdies and duties, 
for the ſame, to Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, as 
the reit of Our ſubjects of Our Kingdom of England 
for the time being, ſhall be bound to pay's aud do 
obſerve the acts of navigation, and other laws in 
that behalf made. And furthermore, of our mord“ 
ample and ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, We do, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſ- 
| fors, grant unto the ſaid William Penn, his Heirs -. 
and Aſſigns, full and abſolute power and authority 
to make, erect, and conſtitute, within the faid Pro- 
vince, and the iſles and itlets aforeſaid, ſuch and fo. 
many ſea-ports, barbours, creeks, havens, keys; and 
other places, for diſcharging and unlading ot goods 
and merchandizes out of the ſhips, boats — vel- 
ſels, and lading them in ſuch and ſo many places, 
and with ſuch rights, juriſdictions, and liberties; , 
and privileges unto the ſaid ports belonging, as to 
him or them ſhall ſeem moſt expedientij and that 
all and ſingular the ſhips, boats, and other veſſels; 
which ſhall come for merchandige and trade unto . 
the ſad Province, or cut of the fame ſhall depart, 
ſhall- be laden or unkagden only at ſtich ports as ſhall 
be ereCt-d'and'confiitured by the lud William Penn, 
his Heirs or Aſigns; any uſe, custom, or other things 
notwiihltanding : provided! that 
the ſaid William Penn, and his Heirs, and the Licu- 


4 tenants and Governors. for the time being, ſhall ad- 


mit and receive, in and about all ſuch ports, havens,.. 
creeks, and keys, all officers and their depaties, who 
mall from time to time be app iuted for that pur- 


pols, by the Farmers or Commiſſioners of Our cuſ- 


toms forthe rime — And We do further ap- 
y theſe preſents, for Us, Our,» 

Heir and! Sueceſſots, We qo grant unto the ſuig 
William Penn, his Heirs and reer he the faith 
 WilliamPena\ bis Heirs and Afhgnes; may fromtumeto 
me, forever, have-and enjoy the eto nan tus 


| 


ſiclies in the ports, harbours, and other capeks and 


. 


— 


_ tobe reaſonably aſſeſſed (upon _ occaſion) by them- 
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and pleaſure is, that neither the ſai 


andi ſituate near ſo many barbarous nations, the in- 


2 


places aforeſaid, within the province aforeſaid „ pay+ | 
able or due for mercaandizes and wares there to be 
laded and unladed; the ſaid cuſtoms and ſubſidies 


{elves and the people there reſaid, to be aſſem- 
bled ; to whom we give power, by theſe preſents, for 
Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, upon juſt cauſe, and 
in a due proportion, to aſſeſs and impoſe the ſame; 
faving unto Us, Our Heirs and Succeflors, ſuch im- 
poſitions and cuſtoms, as by Act of Parliament are 
and ſhall be appointed. And it is Our further Will 
and Pleaſure, That the ſaid William Penn, his 
Heirs and ns, ſhall, from time to time, con- 
ſtitute and appoint an Attorney or Agent to reſide 
in or near Our City of London, who ſhall make known 
the place where he ſhall dwell, or may be found, un- 
to the clerks of Our Privy Council for the time be- 
ing, or One of them, and ſhall be ready to appear in 
any of Our Courts at Weſtminſter, to anſwer for any 
miſdemeanours that ſhall be committed, or by an 
wilful default or neglect permitted by the ſaid Wil- 
Ham Penn, his Heirs or Aſſigns, againſt Our laws 
of trade or navigation; and after it ſhall be aſcer- 
tained in any of Our ſaid Courts what damages We, 
r Our Heirs or Succeſlors, ſhall have ſuſtained b 
uch default or neglect, the ſaid William Penn, his 
irs and Aſſigns, ſhall pay the ſame within One 
year after ſuch taxation and demand thereof, from 
tuch Attorney; or in caſe there ſhall be no ſuch At- 
torney, withan the ſpace of One year; or ſuch At- 
torney ſhallnot make payment of ſuch — with- 
in the ſpace of a year, and anſwer ſuch other forfei- 
tuxes and penalties within the ſaid time, as by the 
Ads of Parliament in England are or ſhall be pro- 
vided, according to the true intent and meaning of 
theſe preſents; then it ſhall be lawful for Us, Our | 
Heirs and Succeſſors, to ſeize and reſume the Go- 
vernment of the ſaid province or country, and the 
ſame to retain until payment ſhall be made thereof; 
but notwithſtauding any ſuch ſeizure or reſumption 
of the government, nothing concerning the pro- 
pri or ownerſhip of any lands, tenements, or other | 
pa! ey ty or goods, or chattels, of any of the 
adventurers, | pram or owners, other than the rei- | 
pective offenders there, ſhall be any way affected or 
moleſted thereby. Provided always, and Our will 
William Penn, 
nor his Heirs, nor any other the inhabitants of the 
ſaid province, ſhall at any time hereafter have or 
maintain any correſpondence with any other - King, 
Prince or State, or with any of their ſubjects, who 
mall then be in war againſt Us, 97 Heirs or Suc- 
ceſſors; nor ſhall the ſaid William Penn, or his Heirs, 
or any other the inhabitants of the ſaid province, 
make war, or do any act of hoſtility againſt any other 
King, Prince, or State, or any ot their ſubjects, who 
hall then be in league or amity with Us, Our Heirs 
or Succeſſors. And becauſe in ſo remote a country, 


-eurſions as well of the Savages themſelves, as of other 
enemies, pirates, and robbers, may probably be 
feared, therefore we have given, and for Us, Our 
Heirs and Succeſſers, do give er by theſe pre- 
ſents, unto the ſaid William Penn, his Heirs and 


14) 


„ 


bis 


their Officers, to levy, muſter, and train all ſorts of 
men, of what condition, or whereſoeyer born, in 
the ſazd province of Penſylvania, for the time being, 
| and to make war, and purſue the enemies and r 

bers aforeſaid, as well by ſea as by land, yea, even 
without the limits of the ſaid province, and (byGod's 
aſliſtance) to vanquiſh and take them; aud being 
taken, to put them to death, by the law of war, or 
to ſave them, at their pleaſure z-and to do all and 
every other thing, which unto the charge and office 
of a Captain-General of an army py, or hath 
accuſtomed to belong, as fully and freely as any 
Captain General of an army hath ever had the ſame. 
And furthermore, of our ſpecial grace, and of Our 
certain knowledge, and mere motion, We have gi- 
ven and granted, and by theſe preſents, for Us, Our 
Heirs and Succeſſors, do give and grant, unto the 
faid William Penn, his Heirs and Aſſigns, full and 
abſolute power, licence, and authority, that he the 
ſaid William Penn, his Heirs and Aſſigns, from 
time to time hereafter, for ever, at his and their will 
and pleaſure, may aſſign, alien, grant, demiſe,” or 
enfeoff of the premiſes, ſo _ and ſuch part or 
parcels to him or them that ſhall be willing to pur- 
chaſe the ſame, as they ſhall think fit; to have and 
to hold to them the ſaid perſon or perſons willing to 
take or purchaſe, their 
ple, or an tee tail, or for the term of life or lives, or 
years, to be held of theſaid William Fenn, his Heirs 
and Aſſigns, as of the Seignory of Windſor, by ſuch 


n Irrnn” 


ſaid William Perm; his Heirs and Aſſigns, and not 
immediately of Us, Our Heirs and Succeſfors: And 
to the ſame perſon or perſons, and to all and every 
of them, We do give and grant, by theſe preſents, 
for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, licence, -authori- 


iy and power, that ſuch perſon or perſons may take 
the premiſes, or any parcel thereof, of the ſaid Wil. 


liam Penn, his Heirs or Aſſigns, and the ſame hold 


of inheritance ſoever, in fee ſimple, or in fee tail; or 
otherwiſe, as to him the ſaid William Penn, his 
Heirs and. s, ſhall feem expedient ; the ſtatute 
made in the Parliament of Edward, ſon of King 
Henry, late King of England, Our predeceſſor, com- 
monly called the ſtatute Ga Emptores terrarum, 
lately publiſhed in Our kingdom o 


give and grant licence unto the fai 
and his Heirs, likewiſe to all and every ſuch perſon 
and perſons, to whom the. faid William Penn, or 
eirs, ſhall, at any time hereafter, graut any 
eſtate of inheritance as aforeſaid,; to eręct any par- 
cels of land within the province aforeſaid, into Ma 

nors, bo and with the licence to be firſt had and ob- 
tained for that purpoſe, under the hand and ſeal of 
the ſaid William Penn, or his Heirs, and in every of 
the ſaid Manors to have and to hold a Court of Ba- 
ron, with all thi whatſoever which to a Court 
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{ Baron do belong, and to have and te hold view of 


frank pledge (for the converſation of the peace, and 
the better government of thoſe parts) by themſelves 
or their Stewards, ar by the Lords, tor the time be- 
ing, of other Manors to be deputed when they ſhall 


Aſſigns, by themſelves, or their Captains, or other 


be erected, and in the ſame to ule all things belong- 
| | - mg 


eirs and Affigns, in fee im- 


ſervices, cuſtoms; and rents; as ſhall ſeem fit to the 


to themſelves, their Heirs, or Afigns, in what eſtate 


ngland, in any 
wiſe notwithſtanding. And. by theſe — We 
William Penn, 


(= 


d 


4 


—— 


ö 

| 

; 
| 
| 
| 
|; 
L 
1 
. 
1 
x 
4 
p 
- 
5 
> 
7 
1 
4 
7 
1 
r 
4 
- 
* , 
t 
f 
* 
t 
f 
d 
'S 
— 
1 
- 
4 


- 


ing to view of frank pledge: And we do further 
grant Licence and Authority, that every ſuch perſon 
and perſons who ſhall erect any ſuch or or Ma- 
nors as aforeſaid, ſhall or may grant all or any part 
of his faid lands to any perſon or perſons in fee ſim- 
ple, or any other eſtate of inheritance, to be held of 
the ſaid Manors reſpectively, ſo as no further te- 
nures ſhall be created ; but that upon all further and 
other alienations thereafter to be made, the ſaid lands 
ſo aliened ſhall be held of the ſame Lord, and his 
Heirs, of whom the alienor did then before hold 
and by the like ſervices, which were before due and 
accuſtomed. And further Our pleaſure is, and b 
theſe preſents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succei- 
fors, We de covenant and grant to and with the 
the ſaid William Penn, and his heirs and aſſigns, 
that We, Our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall at no time 
hereafter ſet or make, or cauſe to ſet any impoſition, 
cuſtom, or other taxation, rate, or centribution 
whatſoever, in and upon the dwellers and inha- 
bitants of the aforeſaid province, for their lands, te- 
nements, s, or chattels within the ſaid pro- 
vince, or in and upon any goods or merchandize 
within the ſaid province, or to be laden or unladen 
within the ports or harbours of the ſaid province, 
unleſs the ſame be with the conſent of the Propri- 

, or chief Governor, or Aſſembly, or by Act 
of Parliament in England. And Our pleaſure is, 
and for Us, Our heirs and ſucceſſors, We charge and 
command, that this Our declaration ſhall from hence- 
forward, from time to time, be received and al- 
lowed in all Our courts, and before all the judges of 
Us, Our heirs and ſucceſſors, for a ſufficient diſ- 
charge, payment and acquittance ; commanding all 
and ſingular the efficers and miniſters of Us, Our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, and enjoining them upon pain 
of Our high diſpleaſure, that they do not preſume, 
at any time, to attempt any thing to the contrary of 
the Ons or that they do in any ſort withſtand 
the z but that they be 
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at all times aiding and 
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aſſiſting, as fitting, unto the ſaid William Penn, and 
his heirs, and to the inhabitants and merchants of 
the province aforeſaid, their ſervants, miniſters, 
factors, and aſſigns, in the full uſe and fruition of 
the benefit of this Our charter. And Our further 
pleaſure is, and We do hereby, for Us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, charge and require, that it any of the 
inhabitants of the ſaid province (to the number of 
twenty) ſhall, at any time hereafter, be deſirous 
and ſhall byian l or by any perſon deputed 
for them, ſignify ſuch their deſire to the Biſhop of 
London, for the time being, that any preacher or 
preachers, to be approved of by the ſaid Biſhop, 
may be ſent unto them for their inſtruction, that 
then ſuch preacher or preachers ſhall and may be. 
and reſide within the ſaid province, without any de- 
nial or moleſtation whatſoever. And it perchance 
hereafter it ſhall happen, any doubts or queſtions 
ſhould ariſe concerning the true ſenſe and meanin 
of any word, clauſe, or ſentence contained in this 
Our preſent charter, We Will, Ordain and Command, 
that at all times, and in all things, ſuch interpre- 
tation be made thereof and allowed, in any of Our 
courts whatſoever, as ſhall be adjudged moſt advan- 
tageous and favourable unto the ſaid William Penn, 
his heirs and aſſigns ; provided always, that no in- 
terpretation be admitted thereof, by which the al- 
legiance due unto Us, Our heirs and ſucceſſors, may 
ſuffer any * or diminution ; although ex- 
preſs mention be not made in theſe preſents of the 
true yearly value and certainty of the premiſes, or 
of any part thereof, or of other gifts and grants made 
by Us, Our progenitors or predeceflors, unto the 
ſaid William; or any ſtatute, act, ordinance, pro- 
viſion, proclamation, or reſtraint heretofore had, 
made, publiſhed, ordained, or provided, or any 
other thing, cauſe, or matter whatſoever, to the 
contrary thereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. In 
witneſs, &c. witneſs ourſelf at Weſtminiter, the 
eight and twentieth day of February, 
$ By Writ of Privy Seal. 
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